
 

Mrs. McEvoy (September through January) 
amcevoy@obenschools.org, 516-624-6523 ext. 5273 
 
Ms. Hawe (February through June) 
ehawe@obenschools.org, 516-624-6523 ext. 5273 
   

Class Website: www.mshawe.com 
 

Extra Help: 2:20-3:00 Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday.  

         Other times are available by appointment. 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO 7TH GRADE ENGLISH CLASS! 
Reading. Writing. Grammar. Vocabulary. We’ll tackle it all! Buckle 
your seat belts and get ready.... 
 

 Words are powerful. Being able to read and write gives 
you the power to have an impact on the people around 
you. Think about times in history when words have 
made a difference. What would life be like without the 
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, or Martin Luther King’s 
“I Have a Dream” speech? 
 
As a reader, you will study how other writers have used 
words in powerful ways. As a writer, you will explore 
the power of your own words and the impact they can 
have on the world. 

 

 
 
 

ENGLISH 7    2015-2016 
	
  

“A book is 
proof that 

humans are 
capable of 

working 
magic.”  

–Carl Sagan	
  



Supplies: 
• Pencils and pens (blue or black and one red) 
• Dedicated section in your large binder for English class or a separate English binder  
• Loose leaf paper  
• Highlighters  
• Marble Composition Notebook (no spiral please!) 

 

Grades: 
Your goal in 7th grade English class is to become a 
better reader and writer. The grades you receive are 
meant to tell you how you are doing in reaching that 
goal. Each unit will focus on specific skills in reading, 
writing, grammar and vocabulary. You will have 
multiple opportunities through homework and 
classwork to practice each skill and receive feedback 
on your progress. At the end of a unit, you will 
complete a test or project to demonstrate your mastery 
of each skill. 

You will always know what is expected of you for each 
assignment. If you don’t understand an assignment or 
a grade, see me! With effort and perseverance, I know 
you will succeed in 7th grade English class! 

Class Expectations: 
1. Come to class prepared, on time and begin the do now by the 

time the bell rings. 
2. Listen quietly while someone else is speaking and wait until 

called on to speak. 
3. Follow directions the first time they are given. 
4. Respect the people, furniture, equipment, books, and materials 

of room 304.  
5. Do your best! 

Homework Policies: 
• You are expected to read your independent reading book for at least 30 minutes a night, 6 

days a week. This is an ongoing homework assignment! 
• If a homework assignment is corrected in class, you will not receive credit for turning it in 

late. Late homework and projects will lose points for each day they are late and will not be 
accepted a week past the deadline. 

• If you are absent from class, you will have one day for every day you were absent to make 
up assignments. It is your responsibility to visit the class website and see me to find out 
what you missed. 

• If you have a music lesson during English class, you need to report to class first to turn in 
work that is due and pick up assignments due the following day. You are responsible for 
missed work!

Grade Calculation 
• Reading and Writing: 60% 
• Grammar and Vocabulary: 

20% 
• Participation: 10% 
• Work Habits (Homework): 

10% 
 
You and your parents can check 
your grades at any time through 
the Parent and Student Portals. In 
fact, we expect you to do this 
every week! Remember: You are 
in control of your grades! 

I don’t think we 
need to say it, 

but just in case: 
NO CELL 
PHONES! 



Beginning of the Year To Do List: 
o Read the attached course policy sheet and sign the class contract (see below). 
o Purchase and organize supplies (see previous page). 
o Complete your summer reading assignment by Tuesday, September 8th. Your summer 

reading assignments will be graded and you will have an in-class assessment on the book. 
o Read Fish In a Tree 
o Fill in the chart you received with your copy of the book 
o Read another book of your choice and complete the sheet that you were given 

o Familiarize yourself with the student (https://studentportal.nasboces.org/OysterBay-
EastNorwichCSD) and parent portal (https://parentportal.nasboces.org/). For login 
questions, contact your guidance counselor. 

 

CLASS CONTRACT 
By signing this contract, you are agreeing to the following statements: 
 
Course Policies 
 I read and agree to follow the policies outline on the attached course information handout.  

 

Website and Technology Use 
 I will use all class websites and technology resources (including iPads) only for purposes 

assigned in class. I understand that our website is not a social forum and will keep my 
posts related to our studies in English class and appropriate for an academic setting. 

 I understand that bullying of any kind will not be tolerated and that I will lose my privilege to 
participate in online discussions and projects for disrespectful, hateful, or threatening posts 
or comments.  
 

Independent Reading and Classroom Library Use 
 I will read at home for at least 30 minutes a day, 6 days a week. I understand that I need to 

do this to continue to improve as a reader and prepare myself for the reading I will be 
asked to do in high school. I also understand that I should be reading almost a page per 
minute, so if I am reading a “just right” book, I should be able to read between 20-25 pages 
a night. This is in addition to the pages I read in class. This will help me meet my monthly 
page goal of 700 pages.  

 I will keep HONEST records of my reading and reflect on them to help me become a better 
reader. 

 I will do everything I can to take care of books I borrow so that other students can enjoy 
them after me. I will follow our classroom procedures for checking books in and out. If I lose 
or damage a book, I agree to purchase a replacement copy.  

 
                     
Student Name              Student Signature          Date 
	
  
                    
Parent/Guardian Name          Parent/Guardian Signature       Date 
 
Parent/Guardian email address(es):           
 

o We have internet access at home o We do not have internet access at home 
 


