
The Parent Guide to English 7 
 

Contact Information: 
 
Mrs. McEvoy (September-February) 
amcevoy@obenschools.org  
516-624-6523 ext. 5273 

Ms. Hawe (February-June) 
ehawe@obenschools.org 
516-624-6523 ext. 5273

 
Extra Help Schedule: 

2:20-3:00 Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday in room 304. Other times are available by 
appointment.  
 

Grading Policy 
Please check the Parent Portal weekly to review your child’s progress in English class. You will be 
able to see grades for individual assignments and any work that was not submitted.  
 
Grade Calculation: 
Reading and Writing = 60% 
Grammar and Vocabulary = 20% 
Participation = 10% 
Work Habits / Homework = 10% 

 
Class Website:  

Visit www.mshawe.com to view homework (and download handouts) and parent resources. When 
your child is absent from school, he or she can make up any missed work by visiting the website.  
 

Homework 
Students are expected to read their independent reading or book club book six nights a week for 30 
minutes. Students will also be expected to complete additional English homework several nights a 
week, including studying for a weekly vocabulary and grammar quiz. All assignments will be posted at 
www.mshawe.com. Late homework and projects will lose points for each day they are late and will 
not be accepted after a week past the deadline. 

 
Independent Reading 

• Instead of a daily reading log, students will record each book they finish on their Books Read List 
in their binders. At the end of each month students will submit their Books Read List to receive an 
independent reading grade. The monthly page goal is 700 pages.  

• Students are expected to read for 30 minutes a night, 6 days a week (or the equivalent). 
• Students may borrow books from the classroom library or find them on their own. 
• Students are responsible for the books that they borrow from the classroom library and will be 

asked to replace any lost or damaged books.  
 
 
 

Independent Reading Information for Parents 
 

How can I tell if my child is actually reading? 
Even if you don't know the book, you can ask your child some general questions to assess 
comprehension. Ask these questions more as a way of engaging in conversation and showing you 
value reading, rather than a test to see if he or she read. 
• What happened in the part you read today? 



• What was your favorite part?  
• Tell me about the main character. What happened to him or her today? 
• What do you think will happen next? Why? 
• What are you wondering or thinking about after reading today? 
• What are you working on as a reader? How's it going? 
• Why did you pick this book? 
 
Are students only allowed to read books from the classroom library? 
Students are encouraged to seek out books in the school library, the town library, their home 
bookshelves, the bookshelves of friends, and anywhere else they can get their hands on books they 
want to read. Students are also welcome to used Kindles, Nooks, or other e-reader devices with 
parental permission. Some young adult novels deal with more mature or sensitive topics, so parents 
and guardians need to decide what they feel comfortable allowing their child to read about. If you 
have any questions about a particular book, you are welcome to contact me or find reviews online.  
 
How can I encourage my child to read? 
Here are a few things you can do at home to create a life-long reader: 
§ Model reading. Read books, magazines, and work related material in front of your child to show 

that reading is a life-long habit and not something only done for school. Talk about your reading 
with your child. Even though it might not seem like it, your teen still notices what you do! 

§ Create a reading space. Help your child find a quiet, well lit, and comfortable space to read. 
You can stock the space with reading tools such as bookmarks, sticky notes, and a dictionary.  

§ Make time for reading as a family. Set aside time each day to read together as a family. This 
could even be as simple as reading the newspaper at the breakfast table. Be sure to save a few 
minutes to share what you each read at the end of reading time. 

§ Visit the library and bookstores together. This is a great way to spend quality time with your 
busy teen. 

§ Ask questions about what he or she is reading.  Showing interest in their reading shows you 
value reading and the work that your child is doing.  

§ Listen to books on tape in the car. Find a novel that will appeal to your family to listen to on 
road trips or even back and forth to school and other activities. The public library has a 
collection of books on tape or you can download them on iTunes. 

§ Always have reading material with you. Encourage your children to always bring a book or 
magazine with them on errands or to after school activities. You never know when they can find 
a spare minute to catch up on some reading. 

§ Subscribe to magazines that will interest your child. There are many great magazines 
geared for middle school students, as well as adult magazines that are also appropriate. Try to 
find magazines that match your child's interests. 

§ Encourage him or her to read out loud to a younger sibling. Reading aloud is a great way to 
build fluency and your younger child will gain a great reading mentor! 

§ If your child is struggling with a book, let him or her abandon it. Struggling through a book 
does not build a love of reading. We ask that students read at least 20 pages of a book before 
abandoning it. If students are abandoning book after book, it's time to have a conversation 
about selecting "just right" books. 


